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Womonspace is a social, recreational, 
and educational organization for the lesbian 
community of Edmonton and area. 
Womonspace was formed a number of years 
ago by a few womyn who saw a need in the 
lesbian community of Edmonton. Part of the 
vision of the original founding members was 
to form an alternative to the gay bars and 
clubs. Out of this vision evolved our monthly 
dances, the newsletter, and our Thursday 
night drop-ins. The members of 
Womonspace have asked for and organized 
workshops of interest to lesbians, car rallies, 
ski trips, camping trips and a library geared 
for us. Womonspace has provided a more 
creative environment for the womyn to get 
together and for them to learn to work 
together and support each other. Every single 
activity is done by volunteers. the drop-ins 
are hosted by volunteers and everyone who 
works at our dances is a volunteer. OUR 
society, OUR organization. It’s whatever we 
want to put into it. It's womyn supporting 
womyn, taking care of each other and our- 
selves. creating a better environment for our 
sisters coming out behind us. 

Our address is: Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street. Our phone number is 425-0511. If 
you have any questions or comments, please 
give us a Call. We would like to hear from 
you! 


Cover 
Artwork by Andrea Carter 


Newsletter 
i ocations 


Abacus Books, 
10449 - 124 Street 


AIDS Network of Edmonton Society 
2nd floor, 10704 - 108 Street 


Common Woman Books 
8724 - 109 Street 


Greenwood’s Bookshoppe Ltd., 
10355 Whyte Avenue 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
9917 - 112 Street. 


The Roost, 
10345 - 104 Street 


Women’s Resource Centre, 
University of Alberta 
11019 - 90 Avenue 


Womonspace Office 
Basement, 9930 - 106 Street 


Womonspace News is published monthly by 
Womonspace Social, Recreational and Educa- 
tional Society of Edmonton. Womonspace is a 
non-profit organization for lesbians in Edmonton 
and surrounding areas. 

Please note that in order to respect the con- 
fidentiality of some individuals and / or groups, 
this newsletter will not be publishing last names, 
or complete names, depending on the situations. 

Also, depending on available space, 
Womonspace may have to edit articles that are 
received for this newsletter. 
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Womyn’s Cooperative Outdoor 
Adventure Program 


| would like to know if there is any interest 
within the Edmonton Lesbian Community in 
starting a Womyn’s Cooperative Outdoor Adven- 
ture Program. 

Allow me to explain what | mean. “Womyn” 
refers to all women, not exclusively lesbians. 
“Cooperative” means that there is no one in- 
dividual who plans and leads all adventures, but 
rather, we do it together, making use of our 
collective skills and experiences. There would be 
a designated leader for each adventure, who 
volunteers because of her specific activity skill 
and leadership ability. “Outdoor Adventure” 
refers to most outdoor pursuits and would in- 
clude: cycle touring, mountain biking, camping, 
hiking, kayaking, canoeing, white water rafting, 
sea kayaking, rock climbing, x-country skiing, 
mountain skiing, etc. 

To start, | envision programs operating local- 
ly, but gradually we could incorporate adven- 
tures involving some travel. | also prefer to keep 
the majority of programs at an introductory level, 
to encourage involvement, to develop con- 
fidence, and allow us the opportunity to learn and 
grow as well as support one another. Making 
programs accessible to all, encourages women of 


LESBIAN SURVIVAL HINT # Il: “SISTERS” MAY 


ALL ages, both “beginner” and “experienced” 
alike, to become involved. 

| see programs being personal, with groups 
from 6 to 10 women, the pace relaxed, and the 
schedule flexible. Safety would be of paramount 
importance, so, if we did not have the skills within 
our group to ensure safety, it may be necessary to 
contract out for services. | would expect expenses 
to be kept to a minimum so as to allow as many 
women as possible to access the programs. The 
goal is to provide opportunities, not to make 
money, but certainly expenses would have to be 
covered. 

ALL women, who are interested in: develop- 


| ing outdoor skills, adventuring in the companion- 


ship of other women, getting in touch with the 
natural world around us, and sharing in the joy 
of personal growth are encouraged to become 
involved. | must stress again, the need to involve 
both the “beginner” and the “advanced”; and to 
encourage ALL ages. 

If YOU feel there is both a need and an 
interest, and YOU wish involvement, please give 
me a Call at 892-2395. My name is Shirley and | 
can usually be reached before 9:30 a.m. or after 
8:00 p.m. 


S 


OFTEN BE IDENTIFIED BY THEIR FOOTWEAR. 
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The Board Needs A Few Good Womyn 


Womonspace is still looking for a PR Direc- 
tor. We also need a treasurer because Mel is 
moving in July. 

Serving on the Womonspace board gives you 
an opportunity to support your community and 
ensure that Womonspace’s activities continue. 
It’s also a terrific way to meet womyn and to 
develop new skills. Come to the next general 
meeting (July 10) if you are interested in learning 
more about these positions. 


A nominee must be a Voting member in good 
standing, for a minimum of 60 (sixty) days, 
having attended at least 2 (two) meetings within 
the previous year. 
However, if a member does not qualify and is still 
interested, they may upon approval of the Voting 
Members, become an Acting Director until such 
time as they qualify. 


Treasurer shalls 


i. 
ii. 


iit. 


IV. 


V. 


vi. 


Vil. 


vill 


ix. 


receive all revenues of the Society 

pay all bills promptly and ensure they are 
properly disbursed. 

maintain an accurate record of all receipts 
and disbursements made. 

present an itemized financial statement at 
all general meetings 

deposit funds in a chartered bank, trust 
company or credit union, designated by the 
Society. 

present an auditied statement of the 
Womonspace treasury at the annual 
general meeting. 

endorse all cheques or withdrawals from 
the Society’s account, or delegate another 
signing authority to do so in her absence. 
advise members of the proper financial 
procedures to be used at Womonspace 
functions. 

have all major purchases approved by a 
quorum of Voting Members at a general 
meeting. 


Xi. 


xii. 


audit the Director-at-Large of — 
Membership’s records concerning mem- 
bership dues. 

audit the financial records of Womonspace 
activities and/or social functions each 
month. 

ensure that Womonspace maintains its 
Society status with the Alberta Corporate 
Registry. 


Director-at-large 
of Public Relations shalls 


i. 


iit. 


Vii. 


Vill. 


ix. 


act as a Spokesperson for Womonspace in 
conjunction with the President. The Direc- 
tor shall make public statements on Society 
policy and public issues in which 
Womonspace becomes involved. 
facilitate the education of Womonspace 
members about policies of the Society, and 
about current issues and events related to 
its objectives. 

foster awareness among the lesbian com- 
munity about the facilities, activities and 
services of Womonspace. 

keep a current record of media coverage of 
issues relating to the objectives of the 
Society and make these available to the 
membership. 

ensure any records or correspondence are 
forwarded to the Secretary. 

arrange for lectures, debates and other 
gatherings of an educational nature which 
are related to the objectives of 
Womonspace. 

attempt to show the general society that 
lesbian/gay individuals have contributed 
to our heritage. 

encourage, promote and conduct research 
which will increase the body of knowledge 
on lesbianism. 

assist and/or oversee the production of our 
Newsletter and its contents. 
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THE CHOSEN FAMILY 
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The ANTI-FAMILY 
Arsument 


Q: Why should we protect homosexuals, since 
they are anti-family, and will contribute to the 
breakdown of the family, one of the basic units of 
society? 

A: Homosexuals, like everyone else, are born 
and raised in families. All homosexuals have 
parents, in good or not-so-good relationships. 
Homosexuals will remain in these families, like 
everyone else, for all our lives. 

Some homosexuals choose to have children 
after they come to terms with their sexual orien- 
tation. Discrimination, however, makes it impos- 
sible for an openly homosexual person to adopt 
a child or be a foster parent, in spite of the many 
qualified parents who are gay or lesbian, and the 


large number of children who are considered . 


THAT'S A NICE PicTURE— OKA 
MISS THEM / | GOT A BRUSH CUT TODAY... AND SHES 


Cartoon by Noreen Stevens 


THATS Mt No, WAY — 


MUD -WRESTUNG THATS Me 
WITH THREE See MY 2 
WOMEN FROM IOWA... TATTOO !? 
Cee ~ ) 


eo) YA. § 


“JOHN 1M WORRIED —MARY- ELLEN 


BEEN SAYIN’ MISS EMILY AND MISS 
MAMIE AREN'T REALLY SISTERS...” 


i St 


= —] 


“unadoptable” because no heterosexuals want 


them. This is also tragic. 

And, although the family unit is definitely 
changing, is this necessarily bad? Love between 
two persons remains the same, and there is cer- 
tainly love in committed lesbian and gay 
relationships. Such a caring environment is right- 
fully considered a family in the purest definition 
of the word. 

For those gay men and lesbians who choose 
to remain single, this does not mean that they are 
anti-family. They still belong to their families of 
birth, and we do not accuse celibate clergy or 
single heterosexuals of being anti-family if they 
simply choose not to create a family themselves. 


— Material written by GALA Society 
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Creativ 


im My Eves 


Not very tall and somewhat small; 

Meek as a lamb; playful as a kitten; 

Stubborn like a mule; tough as a banty; 
Sleek as a weasel; quick as a rabbit; 

Gentle as a mother with her newborn babe; 
Understanding as only experience can allow; 


Timid like a calf, when she’s found something new; 
Vulnerable as any newborn can be; 

These are only some of the things she is to me 

And so much more than she will ever know. 

The reason for my reactions most of the time. 

She gave to me so much, that I’m unsure 

As to how much | gave her in return. 


So much love still dwells herein 

My heart for her, wishing for her return. 
Hoping that she’s being looked after 

And wanting to be the one doing so. 

the qualities of my love are honest and true, 
though sometimes they must hide away. 
My kitten and lamb, my mule and banty, 
My weasel and rabbit and my babe shall 
All return one day; | can always wish. 


—Sue J. 
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We Need Your 
Creative Inpuf! 


Womonspace is always looking for original 
works of poetry, book or movie reviews, letters 
of opinion, and drawings. 

Please mail or drop off submissions at the 
Womyn’s Building. Items can also be submitted 
at the General Meetings. 


JULY, 1990 


agnes 
images of agnes 
still play in my mind 


her hands and her heart 
reaching toward me 

in the dark 

me not being afraid 


i used to gaze at 

her silhouette 

near the window 

hoping she would be there 
forever 

to share the world we made 


perhaps i should have known 


she used to look at 

me so seriously with 

her charcoal eyes 

running her fingers through 
her hair as if whe were in pain 


now 
i know she was struggling 
with herself 

not me 


— wray d. 
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Members: 

The Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
of Edmonton (GLCCE) sent us the following 
article. The changes they are promoting are 
particularly important to the Lesbian Com- 
munity in Edmonton as they are planning to 
expand activities involving women. 

Please note that the views expressed by 
GLCCE do not necessarily reflect the policies 
and opinions of Womonspace. 


Message from Ihe 
Gay and Lesbian 
Community Centre 
of Edmonton 


9917 - 112 Street — (403) 488-3234 
GLCCE, Box 1852, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2P2 


Dear Womonspace Members and 
Supporters: 

The beginning of the Centre’s “offi- 
cial year” was signalled by the election 
of a new board at the Annual General 
Meeting on 28 March. The outgoing 
board dealt heroically with difficult 
times, and the mark of their success is the 
Centre itself, which has been open and 
running at the above address since 
August. We are currently open Monday 
to Friday from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. A 
trained volunteer counsellor is always at 
the Centre during open hours, and a 
volunteer host is also present to welcome 
you, and show you where such essential 


resources as the library, newsletters, and 
coffee pot are to be found. 

The new board is strong and ener- 
getic, and will build on the foundation 
established by the previous board. The 
existing counselling services will be 
strengthened, as we look for more volun- 
teers to counsel and host. We particularly 
want to increase the number of women 
counsellors and hosts on staff. We even- 
tually want to extend our hours to in- 
clude the weekend, and provide more 
workshops. 

While women are welcome at all 
times, and some drop in most nights, we 
will start increasing women’s presence 
through Wednesday nights being 
women’s nights. On Wednesdays, start- 
ing in July, we will try to have at least one 


-woman host and one woman counsellor 


on duty. Eventually, we hope to have 
both sexes represented every night we’re 
open. 

One of the six priorities established at 
the AGM was to increase the involve- 
ment and representation of women in the 
Centre. We have two women on the 
board, and have a supportive, positive 
and non-exclusive board. We’ve estab- 
lished a more formal liaison with the 
Womonspace board. We've also im- 
proved the space, and we’re planning to 
re-run the successful “Unlearning 
racism, sexism, and homophobia” 
workshop, once for the board, and once 
for the general membership. 
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We are improving communications 
with members with a monthly news- 
sheet, and are arranging more activities 
(hopefully you saw us during Pride 
Week). We will be strengthening the 
Centre’s presence in the community, 
through better liaison with other groups, 
and more public events. 

You will see the Centre become just 
that: a centre for community thought 
and festival. 

These goals are based on the 
priorities established at the annual 
general meeting. Our overall mandate is 
to meet the needs of the community at 
large, as determined by the community. 
We know what we can accomplish, and 
we have a plan. We need your concur- 
rence on what the Centre should be, and 
your help to achieve the community’s 
collective goals. 

Please think about your vision of 
Edmonton’s Gay and Lesbian com- 
munity, and the role you think the Centre 
should play in your community. Please 
consider how you can support us, 
whether it’s with your ideas, time, or 
energy, by buying a membership, or tell- 
ing your friends about us. 

Our next letter will deal with volun- 
teer needs and opportunities for the 
Centre, and we look forward to your help 
and input now and during the coming 
months. Meanwhile, our first priority is 
to enroll new members, and to en- 
courage past and present members to 


renew and update their membership. 
Please consider applying for or renewing 
your membership, and in doing so, to 
enable your Centre to serve our com- 
munity more capably and more fully. 

We're excited to be here at this time 
in our proud history. We look forward to 
having you join us. 


Attention former GATE 
or GLCCE counsellorss 


GLCCE (The Gay and Lesbian Com- 
munity Centre of Edmonton) is attempt- 
ing to locate former counselling staff. If 
you have been through the peer counsell- 
ing course, and have counselled at GATE 
or GLCCE in the past, please get in touch 
with us. 

Please consider adding your name to 
our reserve list, or volunteering as little as 
one evening per month. We are 
strengthening our counselling staff to 
prepare for a course being offered in the 
fall. We are also looking for more woman 
counsellors; ideally we’d like to have one 
female and one male counsellor on each 
evening. 

Please call GLCCE Monday - Friday, 
7:00 - 10:00 p.m. and talk to the coun- 
sellor on duty, or leave a message for 
Brett. 


Thanks, and see you at the Centre! 
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General Meeting 


The General Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Women’s Building (Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street), at 7:30 p.m. Both members and non- 
members are welcome to attend. 

Our next meeting is on July 12, 1990 and 
the following one is on August 14. 


Board Meeting 


- Board Meetings are now being held on 
the first Thursday of every month at the 


Women’s Building. Please let a Board Mem- 


ber know if you are planning to attend. 
Our next meeting is on July 5, 1990 and 
the following one is on August 2. 


Potluck Picnic 


Womonspace’s first picnic of the sum- 
mer will be at Rundle Park on Sunday, July 
22, at 2:00 p.m. (the day after the dance). 
Signs will be posted to mark the picnic site. 

Activities will include baseball and vol- 
leyball. Please bring any equipment you 
have available. 

We are planning another picnic in 
August if interest warrants. 


Womonspace Activities 


Lesbian Drop-In 


The 2nd Thursday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a regular social from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at the Women’s 
Building in the main meeting room. Join us 
for a relaxed evening of coffee and conver- 
sation. All are welcome! 

The next drop-in is on Thursday, July 12, 
followed by another on August 9. 


Cards/Games Night 


The 4th Friday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a card and games night 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Paul Kane 
House (10220 - 121 Street). Come out and 
join us. Refreshments are available. The next 
card night is July 27. 


Camp Out 


July 6, 7 & 8 — Friday night, Saturday & 
Sunday — The Camp-out is at Area #1 at Half 
Moon Lake. To get there, take the Sherwood 
Park Freeway through Sherwood Park to the 
Garden Store. Turn right and follow the signs 
to Half Moon Lake. 

Cost is $10.00/campsite/night. 
Womonspace members will be subsidized 
$5.00/night. Meet at the Womyn’s Building 
at 7:00 on Friday night if you need a ride or 
can offer a ride to someone. 


PAGE 10 


WOMONSPACE NEWSLETTER 


JULY, 1990 


Womonspace 
General Meeting 
Reports 
June 12 


Mel moved that Womonspace pay 
$5.00 of the $10.00 tent fees for 
Womonspace members at the camp-out. 

Passed. 

Mel moved that Womonspace pro- 
vide firewood for the camp-out. 

Passed. 

Janet moved that Womonspace 
donate $100.00 to the AIDS Network to 
help bring the Quilt of Hope to Edmon- 
ton. Mel amended the motion to 
$200.00, with $100.00 for the quilt, and 
$100.00 for a fax machine. 

Passed as amended. 

Gail nominated Jacquie for Activities 
director — Jacquie accepted. 

Passed. 

Mel moved that the following grants 
for the Gay Games be awarded: C.F., 
G.S. and J.M. — $125.00 each; A, and K. 
— $200.00 each; The Gay Games Ill 
women’s soccer team and the Gay Gay 
Games III women’s ice hockey team — 
$612.50 each, provided that both teams 
establish a bank account for this purpose. 

Passed. 


JULY, 1990 


Special 
September Issue 


The Womonspace News will devote 
its September issue to news, 
photographs, and personal stories from 
the Gay Games. Please share your ex- 
periences at the Games with those of us 
who can’t attend. Prizes for the best sub- 
missions. Please mail your submissions 
to the Womonspace News — Basement, 
9930 - 106 Street, TSK 1C7, or bring 
them to the general meeting or dance in 
August. 


AUGUST 4-11 
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DANCE 


July 21, 1990 


at the Bonnie Doon Hall 
9240 - 93 Street 
8:30 P.M. to 1:00 A.M. 


Admission: Members - $4°°, Non-Members - $7” 


As of January, 1990, all members must show their 
membership card at the door to get the $4.00 admission 


Credits 
Wray D., Barb L., Sandi S., Sue J.. 
Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 
WOMONSPACE NEWS 
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Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1C7 
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